






C o u n t r y s i d e i n t e r v i e w
drivenbyanotherverydifferent
compulsion: theneedtoact, coupledwith
incredibleambition.Thesediverse
activitiescreatethetwoextreme
counterweights inhis life thatheis
constantlystrivingtobalance.
However,Robsonthinkshemaybe

beginningtoeventhescales. ‘I supposeI’ve
beenawaywideningmyhorizons,butthe
widerthey’vegotthemoreIyearnedtobe
backhome.
‘I trulybelievethat I’vebeenpiningfor

Northumberlandfortwodecadesbutwas
scaredthatpeoplewouldthinkIwas
somehowregressingintothepast inan
unhealthyway,wheninfact it’smyroots,
myfamily,myhome,myidentity,where
IbelonganditdefineswhoIam.I’mso
happytolivetherenowandknowthat is
whereIshalldwell foryearstocome.’
Sowhenitcomestoclinchingthe

secondbookI’llknowwheretofindhim –
ontheCoquetand, thankfully,notatthe
RadissonEdwardian,Heathrow.
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andbelongingand, forme, fishingisan
extensionofthat.
‘It’s funnybutI findinggoingforawalk

or fishingsonormalbutIhavefriendsin
L.A.whojustdon’tget it.ButthenIdon’t
getcity life,’hesays. ‘It’s likeIwasdesigned
tobeinthecountryside. It’s inmyDNA.’
ManyofRobson’sancestorswere, in

fact, farmers,particularly intheareaof
Rothbury,wherehestill fisheswithhis
uncle,Matheson, today. ‘Mythirdgreat-
grandfatherwasafarmerandhis father
beforehim.
‘Beforetheindustrial revolutiontook

myfamilydowntheminestheGreens all
livedoff theland.’
Robson, likethebrowntrouthe

pursues,hasaspecific imprintofplaceon
hisgenome,downtotheexacttributary, in
hiscasetheRiverCoquet.
Someofhis forebears’ ruralskillshave

trickleddownthegenerations. ‘Myfather,
Robson,wasachampionhorticulturalist.
Hewonfridgesandlawnmowerswithhis
prize-winningvegetablesandflowers!And
Mathesonstillhasanallotmentwherehe
growsfantastic leeksandcarrots inbarrels,
whichareenormous, likethey’vebeen
geneticallyenhanced.’
RobsonsaysMatheson,whotaughthim

tofishasaboy, is thetruecountrymanof
thefamily. ‘Hedoes itall,’hesays. ‘Hewas
anamateur jockeyandwestill lovegoingto
thelocalpoint-to-points. Infact,myDad
andhebothlovedhorses, fromracingto
lookingafter thepitponies,whichmy
fatherdidwhenheworkeddownthe

mines.Mathesonisagoodshot,hefishes,
andheknowsaboutplant lifeandbird life.
Whathedoesn’tknowaboutthe
countryside isn’tworthknowing.
‘Andheneverstopssurprisingme,’he

adds. ‘Healwayshasnewtipsaboutflies,
feedingbehaviorandthelifecycleofthe
mayfly.Heknowsaboutweatherpatterns,
watertemperature,all thethingsthateffect
fish–honestly,hethinks likeafish,which
iswhyheissuchagreat fly fisherman.’
Robsonbelieveshiscountry identity

wasforgedonboyhoodoutingswithhis
uncle. ‘Hetaughtmesomuch, likeall the
collectivenouns. Istill remembera
parliamentofowls,amurderofcrowsand
myfavourite,apreponderanceofprawns.
‘And,at48, I findI’mstill tryingtorevisit

thosedays,agedseven, fishingwithhim.
It’s likeasubconsciousgoal. Itwasa
perfect timeformewhenIwastrulycalm
andhappy.’
Fishingisasortof therapyforthestar,

whichhesaysheneedstodo,butheisalso

‘ExtremeFishing’ by
RobsonGreenand
CharlotteReather
(publishedbySimon
andSchuster) is out
on23May2013and
availableonlineor at
all goodbookshops.
What agreat Father’s
Daypresent!
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IT’S A WHOPPER: Robson with one of his big catches

made during Channel 5’s ‘Extreme Fishing’
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